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Ancient Egypt was the birthplace of one of the world’s greatest civilizations.  At the start it was far more advanced than the primitive, stone-age European tribes of the same time period, but in the end it would be surpassed and overtaken by the Roman Empire.
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Located in the northeast corner of Africa, Egypt grew to be an important civilization for over three thousand years because of the ability of the Egyptians to utilize or make use of the predictable nature of the Nile to help them farm.  Essentially, the Egyptians had the perfect conditions for a great civilization.  It had a sustainable agricultural base which allowed them to develop knowledge and culture because they didn’t have to spend all of their time looking for food   The second reason was that the Nile River was also a very important trade route which enabled the Egyptians to trade goods with their African and Mediterranean neighbours, which also exposed them to new ideas and new inventions.
Two Kingdoms Become One

Egypt was originally divided into two kingdoms:  Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt.  The Pharaoh Menes united the kingdoms around 3100 B.C.E..  The pharaoh was more than just the king of Egypt.  The Egyptians believed that he was divine, or chosen by the gods to lead his people.  The Egyptians also believed that when a man became the pharaoh, he also became a god.  Linking a ruler to being a god or a descendant of god is something that would continue in human civilization well into the 20th Century.  This type of belief, that humans were gods or were god-like, lead to all sorts of “weird” practices such as having pharaohs marry their sisters, mothers and cousins in order to keep their “blood lines pure”.  
Like many civilizations to follow, this belief that there was a god-like human on earth that is destined to lead only ends up in causing prejudice and wars.
The Three Time Periods of Egypt

The history of Egypt is divided into three major time periods:  The Old Kingdom (when the pharaohs built the pyramids), the Middle Kingdom (when trading and military explorers were sent out to expand Egypt’s boundaries, and the New Kingdom (ending with Queen Cleopatra losing her land to Augustus Caesar and Rome). 

Class Systems in Egypt
Like many civilizations, both past and present, the wealthy enjoyed a life of comfort and rewards, while those without wealth or privileges had a hard life.  .
Egypt operated on a class system.  A class system is a social organization that is based on wealth and power.  Many countries in the world today still operate within a very defined class structure.  In Canada we really don’t believe that people should be divided into different “classes”, instead we tend to believe that everybody is equal and as a result we tend to think of everybody as being “middle class”.  Canadians in fact would be surprised to find that in places like India today that there are classes of people who are referred to as being so low and impoverished that they are considered to be “untouchable” (the Harijans).
In Egypt, the top of the social structure was the Pharaoh who was considered to be a living god and was in complete control of the entire country.  Just below the Pharaoh in order of importance and privilege were the Nobles and the Military Leaders.  It was the job of the Nobles and the Military to ensure that whatever the Pharaoh ordered was carried out.  Just below the Nobles were the religious priests and scribes who were the educated class in Egypt and whose records are what we use today to learn about the ancient Egyptians.
Next came the craftspeople and merchants.  This class of people were the ones who created much of the wealth in Egypt.  The merchants traded many of the goods created by the craftsmen up and down the Nile and around the Mediterranean.  The two groups of people that were considered to be “lower class” were the peasant farmers who did all the labour in the farms and the slaves who worked in the quarries and fields.
Lasting Legacy

A legacy is something that lives on, or something that still has an impact today.  The Egyptians have left a lasting legacy on the world today.  In addition to its advancements in farming and education (such as writing, mathematics and medicine), the Egyptians are perhaps most famous for their architecture and engineering.  Architecture and engineering is the science of design and creation of buildings.  The Egyptians built the famous pyramid tombs in the Valley of the Kings and the famous religious temples at Thebes.  The ability of the ancient Egyptians to build such monumental stone structures was a wonder of the ancient world.  Perhaps one of the most famous Egyptian structures was the great Sphinx of Giza.  A Sphinx is a mythical creature that can be found in many cultures.  The Sphinx has the body of lion, the wings of a great bird and the face of a woman.  The great Sphinx of Egypt is over 55 metres long (over 260 feet) and it has a height of just over 20 metres (65 feet) high.  The sculpture is an impressive sight and is a marvel of ancient engineering with the smallest pieces weighing over 50 tons.
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Directions:  READ the handout entitled ”A Brief History of Egypt” and then answer the following questions;

1. Use your textbook, the internet or a dictionary to provide definitions for the following terms; (1 mk each)
Sustainable

Pharaoh
Prejudice

Class System
Quarry 
Legacy

2. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions using COMPLETE 

   SENTENCES;
a. In your own words, provide two reasons as to why Egypt was perfect for the creation of a great civilization. (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

b. In your own words, describe who united the two Kingdoms of Upper and Lower Egypt and then describe in detail the three “ages” or time periods of ancient Egypt.  (2 mks for the quality of your response and evidence of thought and effort)
c. In your own words, describe the different social classes of ancient Egypt. (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)
3. Use cut-out provided to create your own Sphinx.  You will have to first colour, then cut-out and assemble by folding and gluing the pieces together as indicated by the dots.
You will be marked out of 5 for your ability to create a model of a Sphinx based on completion and evidence of effort.
Total: ____ /17
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Sustainable – the ability to support year after year.





Pharaoh – An Egyptian king who was believed to be divine, or chosen by the gods to be a god.





Prejudice – the habit of humans to make “snap” decisions about other people based on how they look, behave or practice their faith without taking the time to actually get to know them or their culture.











Class System – a social organization that is based on wealth and power.





Quarry – an open pit mine where solid rock material is mined.  In ancient Egypt, the quarries provided the building material for great works of architecture like the pyramids.





Legacy – something that lives on, or something that still has an impact today.
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